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Democracy in Question

BY SEBASTIAN ESCALON

=> Far from being a universal concept,
the word “democracy” covers multi-
ple realities depending on the country.
The aim of the European Associated
Laboratory “Comparing Democracies in

aimed at comparing the work of MPs in both countries, and assessing
how the general public viewed their mandates

NUuPNET

Europe” (LEA Code) is to analyze the dif-
ferences and similarities that make up
the structure of an array of democratic
systems. Established in 2005 and re-
newed in 2009, this LEA has enabled its
two partners—the Bordeaux laboratory
Spirittand theInstitute of Social Sciences
of the University of Stuttgart (ISSUS)—to
developambitiousinternationalresearch
programs on this theme and increase
exchanges between students and
researchers from Franceand Germany.

In February 2010, the LEA launched a
major study entitled “Citizens and
Representativesin France and Germany”
(Citrep).“The ideais to compare how poli-
ticians and citizens perceive the political
processinFrance and Germany,”explains
Eric Kerrouche, head of the laboratory’s
French contingent. The study will begin
with asurvey to find out what the French
and Germans know—or think they know
—about the work carried out by their
members of parliament (MPs). Next,
researchers will follow 120 MPs for one
week in both countries during their
constituency visits. “It is virtually an
ethnographicstudy on thework of parlia-
mentariansinthe field,” Kerrouche adds

Otherthemes covered by thisFranco-
German laboratory include euroscepti-
cism, citizen participation at the local
level, and people’s perception of the
conceptofdemocracy itself. “Democracy
Is not understood in the same way in
both countries, For example, violent
action is considered as a possible, even
legitimate form of participationin France,
which is far from being the case in
Germany,” Kerrouche explains.

The creation of this LEA has
institutionalized a 20-year-old collabora-
tion between the two laboratories. This
project will come to an end in late 2012,
but researchers hope to keep investigat-
ing and comparing the perception of
politicsin their respective countriesinthe
future
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The Future of European Nuclear Physics

BY MARIE LESCROART

= On October 15, 2010, the members
of NuPNET, a joint European network
for nuclear physics coordinated by
CNRS, defined strategic goals for the
financing of European research in the
discipline

Representatives of 18 research-
funding institutions across 14 EU
countries gathered at CNRS headquar-
ters in Paris to draw up a list of priority
research themes in nuclear physics.
These were divided into three major
areas: technological R&D for new
generation detectors; R&D for the infra-
structures of the “Eurisol” new genera-

tion accelerator; and nuclear theory
related to structure and reactions.
“Europe needs joint initiatives, as
technologies are becomingincreasingly
complex, and the infrastructures
necessary to expand our research
programs and remain competitive are
ever more expensive. This prompted us
to set up NuPNET,” explains Sydney
Gales, deputy scientific director of
CNRS's National Institute of Nuclear and
Particle Physics (IN2P3)* director of the
National Large Heavy lon Accelerator
(GANIL),?and NuPNET coordinator,
Launched in 2008 for a three-year
trial period, NuPNET was allocated a
budget of €1.3 million by the European

Commission. The program enables EU
research financing agencies to pool
resources for projects and installations
that benefitall member countries, “Acall
for tender on the selected priorities will
now be issued to European research
laboratories,” says Galés. “The first proj-
ects co-financed by NUPNET members
should begin in the fall of 2011”
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